Jubilee of Mercy, Archdiocese of Indianapolis, 2015 – 2016

We hope that these tips for raising awareness of the Jubilee of Mercy (December 8, 2015 – November 20, 2016) and preparing to celebrate this holy year—including homily mentions from 11/22 to 12/6—will be helpful for your parishioners.  Enjoy the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy!

Tips for Raising Awareness of the Jubilee
· Start using the phrase “Jubilee of Mercy” and the dates December 8, 2015 to November 20, 2016 frequently—everywhere you can think to put them (e.g. parish webpage, bulletin, newsletters etc.)
· Use the resources on the official Vatican webpage for the Jubilee (iubilaeummisericordiae.va) as well as the USCCB page (usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/new-evangelization).  See especially the logo and its explanation on the Holy See’s page, address above.
· Encourage the official prayer for the Jubilee—written by Pope Francis—to be used at meetings and additional gatherings at your parish starting now and throughout this holy year.  The prayer is on iubilaeummisericordiae.va.
Basic Preparations Leading Up to 12/8/15
· The official hymn for the Jubilee of Mercy is available at iubilaeummisericordiae.va.  Encourage your music minister to be familiar with it and prepare parishioners to incorporate it in worship.
· Using the resources on the  Archdiocesan page for the Jubilee (archindy.org/holyyearofmercy) ask each committee, council, commission etc. in your parish to include as an agenda item the question “How will we as a group contribute to observing the Jubilee of Mercy in our parish?”

· Communicate with pastors and PLCs at nearby parishes and throughout your deanery such that collaborative efforts in celebrating this holy year might be considered and implemented.
Homily Opportunities for Mentioning the Jubilee of Mercy

Sunday, November 15, 2015 – Gospel:  Mark 13:24-32 – Before Jesus comes again in glory, he desires to show mercy to each of us so that we will continue turning away from sin and draw closer to his loving embrace.  The upcoming Jubilee of Mercy is a year-long invitation to hear Christ’s offer of mercy anew and to live it more fully each day.
Sunday, November 22, 2015 – Gospel:  John 18:33b-37 – The kingdom of Jesus is a merciful kingdom.  In the upcoming Jubilee Year of Mercy we will all have an opportunity to grow in our ability to show mercy—to be more Christ-like in how we treat ourselves and our neighbors.

Sunday, November 29, 2015 – Gospel:  Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 – Jesus assures us that one day our redemption will be at hand.  As we observe the Jubilee Year of Mercy starting on December 8th, let us be thankful that we have such a merciful savior, and let us be open to reflecting his mercy more clearly to each person we meet.

Sunday, December 6, 2015 – Gospel:  Luke 3:1-6 – Just as Saint John the Baptist proclaims the forgiveness of God and assures us of seeing his salvation, so we—throughout the Jubilee of Mercy from this Tuesday through next November 20th—need to proclaim God’s mercy to the marginalized, to the suffering, to those who might think that God’s gift of salvation from sin and death is beyond them.
